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Attendance

▪ Students are expected to achieve a 90% attendance record for 
each class

▪ A medical certificate is required  for Senior Secondary students 
who are absent from a VCE or VCE VM assessment

▪ Senior Secondary students arriving late or leaving early must 
sign-in/out on North Campus



Homework Expectations

Minimum expectations

▪ Year 10:    1.5 hours per night

▪ Year 11:    2 hours per night

▪ Year 12:    3 hours per night



Study Periods

▪ VCE students will have study periods for at least one block
▪ They may study in either the SILENT study room 

or the QUIET study room



An Introduction to VCE

Most VCE subjects are made up of 4 units, which students study over 
2 years  (one unit per semester):

● Units 1 and 2 are usually studied in Year 11. 
● Units 3 and 4 are usually studied in Year 12. 

Most VCE units are assessed through classroom activities 
and exams (in Year 12).

Each unit has outcomes that describe what students are expected to 
know and be able to do. Students need to demonstrate the 
outcomes to satisfactorily complete the unit.



VCE Structure

▪ VCE is a two-year qualification 
▪ To graduate VCE students must complete at least 16 units and 

at least 3 from English or Literature

▪ Most students in Victoria complete 20-24 units
▪ A standard VCE course at Bayside would cover 22 units
▪ An accelerated program at Bayside Christian College (we call 

“1:6:5”) would cover 24 units.

○ Year 10 –  2 units    (1 subject)      Non compulsory
○ Year 11 – 12 units  (6 subjects) 
○ Year 12 – 10 units  (5 subjects)



Study Designs

▪ Study Designs are documents 
produced by VCAA that outline 
the areas of study and explain the 
key knowledge and skills students 
need 

▪ Each Study Design is available 
online from the VCAA website:

VCAA 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 



Authentication

Before undertaking any studies all students must sign an agreement a 
student must…

▪ ensure all unacknowledged work is their own
▪ acknowledge all resources used
▪ must not receive undue assistance 
▪ must not submit the same piece of work in more than one study,
▪ must not circulate or publish submitted work 
▪ must not knowingly assist another student 



SACs and Outcomes

SACs - School Assessed Coursework 

▪ Assessment tasks which assess the unit’s learning outcomes
▪ Completed within a limited time frame 
▪ Part of the regular teaching and learning program
▪ Information is on CANVAS 
▪ Please seek teacher feedback 



SACs and Outcomes

▪ Each VCE study has between two and four outcomes 
▪ Satisfactory completion ‘S’
▪ Not meeting the requirements ‘N’
▪ A student who does not achieve the minimum 50% pass 

result in any unit will resit the task
▪ Teachers work with students to improve their understanding 

to achieve ‘S’



Study Scores

In Physics the percentage 
contributions to the study 
score are as follows:
 

Unit 3 SACs                       27%
Unit 4 SAC                         23%
End-of-year exam              60%

In Media the percentage 
contributions to the study 
score are as follows:
 
Unit 3 SACs                       10%
Unit 4 SACs                       10%
Folio (SAT)                        40%
End-of-year exam             40%

Study scores are calculated from a combination of SACs SATs and 
Final Examinations



Study Scores are Rankings

▪ Study Scores - A scale of 0 to 50 with an average score of 30

▪ It is a ranking, comparing all students who took that study in 
that year 

▪ Study Score of 30 - near the middle of the cohort
▪ Study Score of 40 - in the top 9% of all students who took that 

study in that year



Study Score Examples

Approximate proportion of students who achieve various 
study scores: 

2% of students will get a score on or above 45
9% of students will get a score on or above 40

26% of students will get a score on or above 35
53% of students will get a score on or above 30

22% of students will get a score below 25
  7% of students will get a score below 20



Bayside and Local Schools Study Score Comparison



Scaling

Study Scores are adjusted so that the overall level of scores in that 
study matches the scores obtained by the same group of students in 
all of their studies

For example:

In Australian Politics in 2020 the average Study Score was 30, but the 
students who took Australian Politics averaged 31 for all their studies.

The scaling process adjusted the Study Scores upwards so that the 
average Scaled Score for Australian Politics was set at 31.



Scaling

The 2020 Business Management students averaged 27 in all their 
studies

So, the scaling process adjusted the Study Scores downwards so that 
the average VTAC Scaled Score for Business Management was 27

Scaling ensures that it is possible for students to attain a high ATAR 
regardless of the combination of studies they undertake



Scaling
Many students believe that to achieve their best possible ATAR 
they need to choose studies that are scaled up

This is not true and may even work against them. Most likely the 
score will be scaled up, but from a lower Study Score

The way to ensure that a student achieves their best ATAR is to 
choose studies:
▪ that interest them, 
▪ that they are good at, and 
▪ that they need for future study



ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank)

ATAR - overall ranking given to a student based on their study scores

On a scale of 0-100 

Based on up to six VCE results

The ATAR is calculated using:

▪ The student’s English score
▪ Scores of their three next best studies 

▪ 10% of the fifth and sixth scores 



ATAR - An Example



Students may use an ATAR calculator 
App to estimate their ATAR

This is an example of a student who 
obtains average study scores in these 
very commonly studied VCE subjects

ATAR is 61.40

ATAR -  Example 1



Here is an example of a student who 
obtains average study scores in some 
more difficult VCE subjects.

ATAR is 78.50

ATAR - Example 2



Here is an example of a student who 
obtains above average study scores in 
some more difficult VCE subjects.

ATAR is 91.05

ATAR - Example 3



2022 VCE Student Results 



VCE Exams & GAT 2023

General Achievement Test (GAT)
Thursday 15 July 2023

Performance and Languages oral exams
Monday 2 October - Sunday 29 October 2023 

Languages exams 
Wednesday 18 October 2023

Written examinations
Tuesday 24 October 2022 – Wednesday 15 November 2023



VCE written exams will take place in P 
Block on North Campus

VCAA will publish a 2023 VCE Exams 
Navigator booklet which will be 
distributed to students

It contains rules, approved materials 
and the Exam timetable

VCE Exams



GAT   (General Assessment Task)

The GAT is held in June each year.

The GAT has two sections:

▪ Section A - Literacy and Numeracy Skill
(15 min reading then 2 hours    9 - 11:15am)

▪ Section B  - General Knowledge Skills 
(15 min reading then 90 min     1:15-3pm)

All VCE or scored VET students sit Sections A and B 
Senior VM students sit only Section A



Three reasons the GAT is important:

1. If you fall seriously ill on the day of your exam, VCAA will use 
your GAT to calculate a Derived Exam Score

2. SACs are different across all schools, so VCAA moderate your raw 
SAC scores. They do this using the end-of-year exam and the GAT

3. Monash University may consider your GAT scores if you don’t 
quite have the ATAR required to enter the course



GAT
Section A is a literacy and numeracy assessment comprised of:

● A 2-part writing task – 30 minutes
● 50 numeracy MC questions – 45 minutes
● 50 reading MC questions – 45 minutes

Section B is comprised of:

● An extended writing task – 30 minutes
● 25 maths, science and technology MC questions – 30 minutes
● 25 arts and humanities MC questions – 30 minutes

 



Sample GAT Reading Question



Sample GAT Writing Question



Sample GAT Numeracy Question



Special Provision
Special Provision is available for VCE or VCE VM students who are affected 
by illness, disability or other personal circumstances. It relates to:

▪ classroom learning
▪ school-based assessments
▪ VCE external assessments

It can include:

▪ completing tasks at a different time
▪ being given extra time 
▪ completing a different assessment task 
▪ using technology, aides or other special arrangements 



Special Exam Arrangements and 
Derived Exam Scores

Common Special Examination Arrangements include rest breaks, 
extra working time, use of computers or assistive technology.

▪ Schools submit applications for Special Examination Arrangements 
on behalf of their students

If you have illness, an injury or personal trauma at the time of your 
VCE exams, you can apply for a Derived Exam Score

▪ Students submit DES applications



Michelle Smith 
Careers / VET & Workplace 

Learning Coordinator

▪ Subject & pathway changes
▪ VET enrolments for years 11/12
▪ Work Placements (Work Experience 

and Structured Workplace 
Learning)

▪ Year 12 VTAC Applications
▪ Transition from school to work



(Victorian Tertiary Application Centre)
VTAC

VTAC Applications for 
courses commencing in 2024

Open: 31st July (9am)
Close: 28 September (5pm)



(Special Entry Access Scheme)
SEAS Applications

Applications open 
31 July and close 
6th October 

Applications 
should be 
submitted as 
early as possible 
to allow for 
review by VTAC 



Results and Tertiary Offers

ATAR and VCE 
results will be 
released 7am, 
Monday 11th 
December 2023 



BCC Parent Portal



Senior Secondary Handbook

Here are some things you can find in the handbook:

▪ Term Dates
▪ Admin and Teacher contacts
▪ Period Times
▪ Homework Guidelines
▪ Student Driver guidelines 
▪ Uniform guidelines

▪ Year 10 Curriculum
▪ VCE Curriculum
▪ VM Curriculum
▪ VCE explained
▪ ATAR, SACs, SATs explained



Senior Secondary Forms

Here are some useful forms you can find on the College website:

▪ Application for Extension
▪ VCE Appeal Form
▪ VCE Change of Subject / Withdrawal
▪ Application for Special Provision in 

VCE / VCE VM

▪ Permission for Assessment Absence 

▪ Permission for Class Absence
▪ Change of VCE / VCE VM 

Certificate 
▪ Distance Education Application 
▪ Student Driver Form
▪ Student Passenger Form


